West Devon Neighbourhood Policing Team - February 2020

This bulletin is compiled by the West Devon Neighbourhood Police team. In this issue we highlight county lines, domestic abuse
and local youth initiatives.

County Lines
County lines is a term used when drug gangs from big cities expand
their operations to smaller towns, often using violence to drive out
local dealers and exploiting children and vulnerable people to sell
drugs. These dealers will use dedicated mobile phone lines known
as ’deal lines’ to take orders from drug users . In most cases the
users or customers will live in a different area to where the dealers
and networks are based, so drug runners are needed to transport
the drugs and collect the payment.

Victims are often forced to allow dealers to take up residence in
their home. Know the signs.
Have you noticed new and regularly changing residents in your
area, more people than usual calling at neighboring properties?
Are there suspicious vehicles ? Landlords, has it been more difficult to contact your tenant or do they seem anxious or depressed? Is there evidence of substance abuse/drug paraphernalia when you check your properties?
Public transport is often used—What to look out for
Have you seen children travelling alone when they should be in
school? (bus drivers be aware), are you noticing young people
seemingly unfamiliar with your community? Is a child or vulnerable person you know being seen in a car or taxi with a stranger?
Do you know of someone who goes missing for periods of time?
Look out for unexplained often unaffordable new things
Does a person you know have more money than usual or is buying clothes or more expensive items that you would not expect?
Anti-social behavior can be an indicator and look out for injuries.

The dealers commonly target children or adults-often with mental
health or addiction problems– to act as drug runners or move cash
under the radar of the law. People exploited in this way may be
exposed to physical, mental and sexual abuse, and in some instances will be trafficked to areas a long way from home as part of the
network’s drug dealing business. Children often don’t see themselves as victims or realise they have been groomed to take part in
criminality so it is important we all play our part to understand
county lines and speak out if we have concerns.
What can you do? Trust your instincts, even if someone is not involved in county lines drug dealing, they may be being exploited in
some other way, so it is always worth speaking out. You can speak
to your local police on 101 or in an emergency call 999. If you
would rather remain anonymous call CrimeStoppers on 0800
555111. You can also call Childline on 0800 1111 or speak to the
young people’s service Catch 22 who help youngsters involved.

Local action taken against anti-social behaviour in
Okehampton
The local neighbourhood team has been spending considerable
amounts of their time dealing with young people causing problems locally. Initially it was hoped that traditional policing
(officers on the beat) would work but subsequently the youth
offending team were brought in leading to those involved being
processed through the criminal justice system. Working with
Okehampton college and the community safety partnership, the
team have been looking at longer term initiatives to understand
issues around truancy, exclusion and disengagement from school
to help support the town’s young people. Inspector Mark Sloman
says that ‘ we’re committed to working with the college and all
the agencies involved to ensure the young people in our area get
the help and support they need to make the right choices and
stay out of trouble’.

Domestic abuse - it can affect anyone
Domestic abuse is the misuse of power and control by one person over another. This controlling behavior may be exerted in
various ways such as by physical violence, emotional and/or
psychological manipulation, forcing sexual acts or taking over
finances. It can begin at any time, can be obvious or subtle,
and can happen gradually or suddenly. It can happen to anyone regardless of age, race, religion, disability, lifestyle, culture
or sexual orientation.
There are specially trained officers in your area—for Devon’s
Domestic abuse helpline call 0345 155 1074
Other information and helpful numbers can be found here on
the Devon and Cornwall Police website.

Grappling with graffiti
PCSOs Lisa Smith and Emma Tomkies have been assisting the
town in the removal of graffiti. Sadly in the Okehampton area it is
now becoming more of a problem so if you see anyone doing this
please report it and help us keep the area graffiti free.

Clare’s Law underpins a scheme allowing police to disclose to
worried individuals details of their partners’ abusive pasts.
Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme
If you are in a relationship and are worried that your partner
may have been abusive in the past, you can find out through
the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme (DVDS).
Are you worried that someone you know is in a relationship
with a person that may harm them? You too can find out information through the DVDS scheme.
Requests made are thoroughly checked by a panel made up of
police, probation services and other agencies to ensure information is only passed on where it is lawful, proportionate and
necessary. More details are available from our website
www.dc.police.uk/dvds
•
To make an enquiry
call or email 101, the police
will ask if anyone is in immediate danger, if so this will be
treated as an emergency.
•
If not an emergency,
you will be connected to a
call handler to discuss the
issue and details of yours and
the person to be checked will
be taken.
•
A log will be made of
your enquiry .
•
No disclosure will be
made at the time of the call.
•
Information will only
be give to the person at risk
or those supporting them.

Before and after—electricity cabinet
doors, Crediton Rd.

Contact information
How should I contact the Police in my area?
•

If there is crime happening now call 999

•

For non emergencies and enquiries there are a number of
ways to contact us.
•

To report non-urgent crime, incidents and information, visit our website dc.police.uk/ClickB4UCall

•

Call 101 to be directed to an
appropriate department

•

From the Devon and Cornwall
Police website there are other
options including webchat and ask NED

•

If would like to contact your local Neighbourhood
Police directly call 101 and ask for the Okehampton
Team or email us at
westdevon@dc.police.uk

•

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

Your neighbourhood police team

